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Before leaving the subject of the measurement of
pressure we must not omit to mention the aneroid
barometer., which has come into very extensive nse?
owing to its convenient size and portability. In this
instrument atmospherical pressure is measured by its
effect in altering the shape of a small, hermetically
sealed, metallic box, from which almost all the air has
been withdrawn. When the atmospherical pressure
rises above the amount which was recorded when the
instrument was made, the top is forced inwards; and,

FIG. 15.

Construction of the Aneroid Barometer.

vice versa, when pressure sinks below that amount the
top is pushed outwards by a spring.

The instrument (fig. 15) consists of the vacuum
chamber. A, composed of two discs of cormgated German
silver, soldered together and forming a box. This is
attached by a pin to the base plate of the instrument, B,
and by another to a strong spring, s, which is borne by
the frame, p. The spring acts in opposition to the
motion of the vacuum chamber. The lever, c, attached
to the spring is composed of iron and brass, and ig